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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

Either 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the front of the publication. 

And 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in premises, or a part of premises, 
set aside for the public display of restricted publications (whether or not articles other 
than restricted publications are also displayed in those premises or that part of those 
premises). 

Or 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the front of the publication. 

And 

The publication must not be publicly displayed in any place in which the publication is 
available for supply, and must be shown in that place only to persons who make a 
direct request for the publication or, as the case requires, the poster. 


Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The advertising material entitled Man To Lamb is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 
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The publication is a cardboard box intended to advertise a wind-up toy. The box 
contains a cartoon-styled image of a man, naked apart from gumboots, standing 
behind a sheep, in a position implying he is having sex with the sheep. 

Consideration was given to whether the publication promotes or supports or tends to 
promote or support bestiality, as per s3(2)(e) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993. It was determined that the publication did not invoke this 
criterion. The publication's intent is humorous: it satirises the notion of the New 
Zealand sheep farmer who has sex with his sheep, a long-standing subject of humour 
in New Zealand society. The publication's humorous nature and the familiarity of its 
subject matter cannot be said to promote or support or tend to promote or support 
bestiality. 

The publication presents a crude form of sexual humour, and the sexual nature of the 
activity depicted indicates it is intended for adults. Given the publication's treatment of 
sexual matters, there is likely to be injury to the public good unless it is restricted to an 
adult audience. 

Consideration has been given to the right to freedom of expression as laid out in s14of 
the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. The classification of this publication is 
considered to be the least restriction on the availability of the publication consistent 
with minimising likely injury to the public good. 
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